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SCHOOL INFORMATION
Auburn Elementary School is located at 4850 Atwood Avenue in Auburn California. Auburn Elementary is part of the Auburn Unified School District. For the
2013‐2014 school year, 508 students were enrolled, of which 60% were eligible for free or reduced price meals.1 The following map shows the attendance
boundary of schools in the Auburn Unified School District. The Auburn Elementary boundary is shown in green.

1

California Department of Education, Free/Reduced Meals Program and CalWORKS Data Files, 2013. Available from http://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/sd/sd/filessp.asp. Accessed on
December 12, 2014.
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Existing Conditions
Auburn Elementary is located in a suburban neighborhood west of Highway 49. Crosswalks are located at the intersection of Bean Road and Lariat Ranch Road,
and across Sombrero Court and Ranch House Court at Lariat Ranch Road. Crossing guards help students cross at the intersection of Bean Road and Lariat Ranch
before and after school. Sidewalks span both sides of Bean Road except for a length of 100 yards before Atwood Road on the left‐hand side. Although Lariat
Ranch Road is a two‐lane road, it is not separated by a centerline striping. The lack of striping has been identified as a potential reason for higher traffic speeds
along this stretch of roadway. There are no dedicated bike lanes around the school, although painted shoulders have been installed between Lariat Ranch Road
and Atwood Road along Bean Road. Although Kemper Road has an incomplete sidewalk network, a proposed development adjacent to Kemper Road will be
responsible for completing the roadway with
curb, gutter, and sidewalk improvements.
Further away from the school, the route to
school is less comfortable for walkers and bikers.
Atwood Road between Bean Road and Highway
49 has intermittent sidewalks on the south and
no sidewalks on the north. There are no
crosswalks across Atwood Road along this entire
span, although pedestrian actuated signals have
been installed at the intersection of Atwood
Road and 1st Street. While an unprotected
painted shoulder runs along the north side of
Atwood Road, average vehicle speeds average
around 45 ‐ 50 miles per hour making bicycling
unsafe, especially for children. A number of
students live across Highway 49, the heavily
trafficked 10 lane intersection creates a
significant barrier to students walking and biking
to and from school.

Auburn Elementary School

Some parents choose to use the school’s bus
system instead of allowing their student to walk
or bike to school. The school’s bus service
currently serves around 100 students throughout
the community.
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Mode Split
Using the National Center for Safe Routes to School Student Travel Tally2, in‐class tallies of student travel mode were conducted over a period of three days in
January 2014. The tally results are shown below.
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National Center for Safe Routes to School, Evaluation: Student In‐Class Travel Tally, 2013, available http://saferoutesinfo.org/program‐tools/evaluation‐student‐class‐travel‐
tally. Accessed December 12, 2014.
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Parent Concerns
National Center for Safe Routes to School Parent Survey
Parents’ attitudes toward walking and biking were surveyed using the National Center for Safe Routes to School Parent Survey.3 Out of 510 surveys, 107 were
returned (21%).
Key Results:





The issues most frequently reported to affect the decision to not allow a student to walk or bike to/from school is the lack of safe infrastructure, safety
of intersections and crossings, distances from home and unsafe drivers
The most common reason cited for allowing a student to walk or bike to/from school is the presence of crossing guards.
While the majority of parents estimated the distance between home and school to be less than 2 miles, 38% of parents estimated that to be greater
than 2 miles.
The majority of parents reported the family vehicle as the typical mode of arrival and departure from school regardless of the distance a student lives
from school

One of the most prevalent concerns of parents who do not their students to walk or bike to school is the lack of sidewalks and crosswalks. Many parents cited
the lack of sidewalks and high speeds along Kemper Road as deterrents to walking and biking. Furthermore, the parent surveys revealed concerns about the lack
of crosswalks across lariat ranch road where traffic commonly queues during pick‐up and drop‐off times.
Another significant concern of parents is the behavior of drivers around the school. Parents expressed concern about drivers making quick U‐Turns in the
crosswalks on Sombrero Court and Ranch House Court. Also, while many parents commented that the presence of crossing guards as a major determinant in
their decision to allow their student to walk or bike to/from school, some parents pointed out that when crossing guards are not present, drivers tend to park in
crosswalks diminishing both a student’s ability to safely cross and the crosswalk’s visibility to other drivers. In addition, parents expressed concerns about drivers
speeding along Kemper, Bean, and Lariat Ranch Road, often not fully yielding to students in crosswalks.
Finally, many parents expressed that they either live too far from the school, or that crossing Highway 49 is too dangerous to allow their student to walk or bike.
The intersections at Highway 49 and Atwood and Kemper Roads are particularly wide and carry significant volumes of high speed traffic. According to the
school’s principal, a significant number of the students living east of Highway 49 use the bus.

3

National Center for Safe Routes to School, Evaluation: Parent Survey, 2009, available http://saferoutesinfo.org/program‐tools/evaluation‐parent‐survey; Internet: accessed
May 2012.
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Identifying barriers to walking and biking
Infrastructure and non‐infrastructure barriers to walking and biking to school were identified through a walk audit, field observations, and discussions with
school staff, Placer County engineering staff, and local law enforcement.
Walk Audit
A walk audit was conducted on October 28, 2014. Participants included Auburn Elementary School administration, Placer County engineering staff, and local law
enforcement. Discussions regarding pick‐up and drop‐off procedures, current routes to school, common traffic violations, and future development plans helped
inform the recommendations made in this report.
Traffic Observations
Traffic observations were performed at several locations during pick‐up and drop‐off periods in February 2015. WALKSacramento staff and Safe Kids Placer
County volunteers collected data and information about driver behavior, pedestrian and bicyclist behavior, pedestrian counts, and other traffic factors.
The most common observations are listed below:
 Drop‐off
 Parents often left their cars idling on Bean and Lariat Ranch Road to walk their student across the street. Parents and students were not willing to
use the crosswalk at the intersection, but rather crossed wherever they had parked.
 Pedestrians were observed running (in and out of crosswalks) and not looking before crossing.
 Drivers were observed not using turn signals when entering and exiting the school parking lot.
 There was no crossing guard at the crosswalk – many pedestrians did not use the crosswalk.
 Pick‐up
 A crossing guard was at the crosswalk – more pedestrians used the crosswalk.
 Parents were observed leaving their cars idling while waiting to pick up their student across the street or to walk across the street to do so.
 Although more pedestrians used the crosswalk when the crossing guard was present, some were still observed jaywalking.
 Students would often run across the intersection at the crosswalks.
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INFRASTRUCTURE RECOMMENDATIONS
The following recommendations were placed in order of urgency and significance based on input from a school administrator, local law enforcement, and Placer
County Department of Public Works Staff.

ID

Location

1

Intersection of
Lariat Ranch
Road and
Ranch House
Court

Recommendation
Install a 4‐way controlled
intersection with high
visibility crosswalks.

Justification
During pick‐up and drop‐off periods traffic backs up along Lariat Ranch Road. Controlled intersections
create separation between traffic to make possible unobstructed and more visible crossing opportunities
for pedestrians. Marked crosswalks help direct pedestrians to cross at a central location.
Without crosswalks, pedestrians cross Lariat Ranch Road at various locations nearest to their destinations
instead of the marked crossing at Bean Road. When pedestrian crossing locations are unpredictable to
motorists, a roadway can become unsafe for all modes.
A 4‐way stop at Ranch House Court and Lariat Ranch Road will provide a break in the traffic queue, a
consolidated crossing opportunity, and traffic calming adjacent to the school.

Visual
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ID
2

Location
Lariat Ranch Road

Recommendation
Stripe a center dividing line
along Lariat Ranch Road
between Bean Road and
Richardson Drive. Install
additional school zone
signage.

Justification
Speeding has been reported along Lariat Ranch Road. The lack of a center dividing line effectively
doubles the width of the road for reckless drivers. A dividing line will narrow the site line for drivers
and may serve to reduce speeds adjacent to the elementary school. If striping a line is infeasible,
temporary or permanent mid‐road school zone signage can be installed to help delineate travel
lanes and remind motorists to slow within the school zone.

Visual
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ID
3

Location
Auburn Elementary
School parking lot

Recommendation
Restripe the parking lot and
pick‐up/drop‐off areas to
make paths of travel more
clear.

Justification
Striping throughout the school’s parking lot has worn off in areas making it difficult to delineate
vehicle lanes, crosswalks, and other travel indicators. A lack of clear direction can become a
particular issue during pick‐up and drop‐off times when pedestrians and motorists are both
navigating the parking lot.

Visual
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ID
4

Location
Intersection of
Kemper Road and
Bean Road

Recommendation
Install “no parking” signs on the southern
side of Kemper Road.

Justification
This intersection has become an offsite pick‐up and drop‐off location. There is no
crosswalk across Kemper Road. Parents will park along the southern side of Kemper
Road, encouraging students to cross the relatively high speed roadway where there
is no crosswalk.

Visual
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ID
6

Location
Auburn Elementary
School parking lot

Recommendation
Install “No Idling”
signs.

Justification
Idling near schools can create a severe detriment to local air quality and student health. Parents were
observed during the walk audit and traffic observations leaving their vehicles idling within the queue of
vehicles waiting to pick‐up or drop‐off their students. “No idling” signs may be effective in reducing rates of
idling and improving air quality near the school.

Visual

Paving the Way For Safe Routes to School: Auburn Elementary School Walk Audit Report: Page 11

ID
7

Location
Kemper Road

Recommendation
Complete the
sidewalk network
along Kemper
Road.

Justification
Students who travel to and from school along Kemper road are forced to walk on incomplete sidewalk, in
drainage ditches, through overgrown shrubbery, and in the street. Proposed development to the south will
be required to construct curb, gutter and sidewalks along Kemper. However, an opportunity exists to work
with property owner (Saint Joseph’s Catholic School) to the north to fund sidewalk improvements along this
stretch.

Visual
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GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS
The following recommendations apply to both Placer County Public Works and the Auburn Union Unified School District:






Repaint all existing crosswalks to yellow continental/zebra or ladder type crosswalks.
Consider starting a walking school bus or bike train to facilitate safe and supervised student travel.
Conduct routine maintenance of roadways to ensure that bike lanes are clear of debris and trash piles.
Review all arterial and collector roads to determine if sufficient width is available to install or mark bike lanes without pavement widening.
Place a crossing guard at all major intersections during pick‐up and drop‐off periods.

Non‐infrastructure recommendations:


A great opportunity exists to start a walking school bus at Auburn Elementary School. Walking school busses are groups of children who walk to school
together, usually with a parent or teacher. The program can be as informal as a few families offering to take turns walking the group to school or as a
school sponsored weekly walking group. To start the program, inform regular and potential walkers of a convenient meeting place and designate an
adult to facilitate the walk to school. An alternative to the walking school bus is a bicycle train. Walk audit participants and school staff indicated the
following location as the best place to initiate a walking school bus:
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MAP OF IDENTIFICATIONS:
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APPENDIX A: National Safe Routes to School Parent Survey Form
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APPENDIX B: National Safe Routes to School Travel Tally Form
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APPENDIX C: WALKSacramento Traffic Observations Form
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