
Walk With Us:
Planning Your Walk Audit
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About WALKSacramento

“WALKSacramento is a 
nonprofit community 
organization working to 
achieve safe, walkable
communities 
throughout the 
Sacramento region.”
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What is a walk audit?

For the purpose of today’s event, we’re going to focus on walk audits at 
school locations.

• Assess barriers to walking and biking to school

• Identify deficiencies in pedestrian/bicycle 
infrastructure

• Develop infrastructure and non-infrastructure 
recommendations

• Identify safer routes for children
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Why perform a walk audit?
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Improve community walkability

AIR 
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Planning a walk audit

1. Choose a school

2. Gather background information

3. Secure a meeting place and time

4. Outreach to (the right) stakeholders

5. Prepare materials

6. Perform walk audit!
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Choosing a school

• Evaluate recent concerns

• Build off of existing programs

• Consider grant requirements

• Start talking!
– Reach out to community 

members, neighborhood 
associations, school districts, 
city staff
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Gather 

background 

information
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National Safe Routes to School 

Surveys
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School Enrollment Boundary
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School Enrollment Distribution
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Collision Data

• Statewide Integrated 
Traffic Records System 
(SWITRS)

• Traffic Injury Mapping 
System (TIMS)
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http://iswitrs.chp.ca.gov/
http://tims.berkeley.edu/


Choose a meeting place and time

• Think about a meeting room on the school 
campus or nearby (ie: library, multi-purpose 
room, community center)

– The location should be within the school walk zone

• Consider a time convenient for most stakeholders

– Right before or after school works well

– Avoid walking at dawn or dusk

– During school pick-up and/or drop-off
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Outreach to stakeholders

SCHOOL

• Principal
• Parents/guardians
• Students
• PTA/ PTO members
• School administration
• Teachers
• After school program 
leaders
• School district staff – Safe 
Schools Manager, Facilities 
Department
• Other school staff

COMMUNITY

• Neighborhood 
association members
• Neighbors
• Local business owners
• Pedestrian advocates
• Bicycle advocates
• Parks and Recreation staff
• Health department
• Grants programs manager

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

• Planning staff
• Public Works Department
• Elected officials and city 
staff
• Law enforcement (City of 
Sacramento Police 
Department, Sacramento 
County Sherriff's 
Department, California 
Highway Patrol)
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Prepare materials

• Aerial maps

• Clipboards

• Checklists

• Individual maps

• Writing utensils

• Cameras

• Safety vests

• Refreshments
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Plan routes

• Have an idea of your walking routes 

• Think about what you want to accomplish on the 
assessment
– Is the major complaint pick-up and drop-off? Or is it 

an intersection ¼ mile away? 

• Aim for a 30-45 minute walk

• Defining the routes ahead of time helps things 
stay more organized, but…
– Be flexible! 
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Perform your audit!

Time to hit the streets
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Facebook.com/WALKSacramento
Twitter.com/WALKSacramento

www.walksacramento.org

Thank you!
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