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Has your town or county
adopted any policies that
support Safe Routes to
School?













What is a general plan?

A. A planthatis general? | have no idea

B. [I've heard of it before — but I’'m a little vague
on the details

C. I'm quite familiar with general plans

D. [I’'ve read my community’s general plan from
cover to cover
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How does a general plan work?

In CA, they have a lot of force: actions must comply

State law requires coverage of specific topics
(elements) — land use, circulation, housing,
conservation, open space, noise, and safety

Others can be included too, like parks & recreation
or public facilities

Spells out goals, objectives, policies, and action steps
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e Public Facilities element
e Circulation element
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/reisgekki/3587286146/in/photostream/




Nampa, Idaho, Transportation Chapter:
“Encourage all new schools to do an analysis of
pedestrian and bicycle accessibility to the school
prior to approval of the construction plans.”



Land use element
Recreation element
Housing element
Health element
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Key Resources

Integrating Safe Walking and Bicycling to
School into Comprehensive Planning

lIn many commundties, roads, schools, and neighborbeods hove developed in ways thad mase it difficalt,

wrsafe, or impossible for children to get to school by oot or bicycle. However, some comimunites are taking

sters 1o make streets and

better. One key way that commenities go about cetermining

Forw they wani to change and develog in the future is through a process kmown as com)|
Many communities ane resising their comprehensive plans to include Safe mummrﬂ
address walking and bicycling bo school. Safe Routes to School desoribes. the initiatives that focus on
students 1o walk and bicycle ho school 2nd making it safer for them to do 50, as wel s the
mowemnent of adwecates and stakeholders who supoort these etforts. Sate Routes fo School projects ane
aligible for funding under federal transportation programs and may be eligible under some skaie programs.
By inclucing considerations and action steps on walking and bicycling to school in comprehensie plans,
OBCIZEONS ADOUT the fubune Of OUF COMEMUNItES can ncluoe safe and active rawel b0 schaool

What Is a Comprehensive Plan?
& comprehansive plan acts as a bluepring for @ commanity’s fubure. A comprehensive plan is a writhen

dooument that starts with residents” visksn for how they want the commaunity to leok and fee in the fuure —

wihat kind of place they want i to be. Bullding ol of the current community canditicns, the comprehensive

thie large and small steps necessany to achieve these kinds of goals are spelled out.

Comprehensiee plans vary in their legal strength and

effect from state to state.  Insome states, zoning
codes must confonm to comprehensive plans, and
deselonmeent that & contrary 1o a plan is dlegal. in
other states, comprenensise plans provice a vison
and guicelines, but may not be enforceanie. State
law or regulations may spell out how
comprehensie plan must be updated, and will likely
set out the topic aneas that must be addressed by
the comprehensive plan.  But whatever the lagal
weight of 3 comprehensive plan, all coamprehensie
plans play a role in articulading how a community
should dewelop 2nd in guiding investments and
acheons by privabe individusls and local officials.

Terminology:

Safe Routes to School or

Walking and Bicycling to School

In some communities, the phrase "Sate Routes
o Schoal® is widely used and well known. In
others, the tErm may be unfamillar or oo
|argony and it makes mone Sense 1o st Sy
“wallking and bicycling 1o school” When
thinking about language tor the comprehensive
plan, the goal is o be clear for present and
futsre readers while capburing the full spint of
Wwihat IS ensisioned, S0 3 community can pick
whichever phrase resonates mone for them.
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Integrating Safe Walking and Bicycling to School
into Comprehensive Planning,

www.saferoutespartnership.org

Model Safe Routes to School Language for

Comprehensive Plans,
www.changelabsolutions.org/publications/
SRTS general-plans

Multimodal Transportation Best Practices and

Model Element,

content/uploads/2014/06/77954.pdf


http://www.nctr.usf.edu/wp-
http://www.nctr.usf.edu/wp-
http://www.nctr.usf.edu/wp-
http://www.nctr.usf.edu/wp-

Questions? ¢ 3 £






5 minute activity

Find a partner. What policy
opportunities are there at the
community level for Safe Routes to
School in your town? How can
health equity be included?
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e Can significantly affect parents’
attitudes re walking and biking



* Prioritize new walking and biking
infrastructure near schools

Pedbikesimages library

e Traffic enforcement



Policies that ensure that all new
construction and renovation of
streets creates streets that are
safe, comfortable, and
convenient for everyone

using them

Who? People walking and biking,
cars, public transportation riders,
people with disabilities, and
people of all ages.







WHAT can be built
WHERE uses can locate

WHAT specific activities
can take place

DH1
DH2

Commercial 1

Commercial 2

General Commercial Zone

Downt

Downtow

n Harborfn
Harbe

t

2 Downtown O

Downtown Mixed Commercial HR
Downtown Mixed Residential
Core 1

Downtown Retail Core

Residential, Multi-Family, Highrise

Industrial Commercial

International District Residential

General Industrial 1

al Industrial 2

al, Multi-Family, Lowrise 1

al, Multi-Family, Lowr
ntial, Multi-Family, Midrise

hood Commercial 1

s 6 et ot

Seatlle
Central Business District
Zoning

al, Single Family 5000
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Seatlle
Central Business District
Zoning

HOW streets will be
built

WHAT infrastructure

supportive of walking
& biking will and
won’t be required (== iEET B (Bt

Commercial 1 Downtown Mixed Commercial al Industrial 2

mercial 1
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Describe work you are doing related to Safe Routes to
School; share one success/outcome you have achieved

o What challenge (s) do you face in advancing your
goal?

o How can you use general planning, zoning, or other
policies to create lasting impact with your work?

o How is your work addressing health equity?




o What did you learn from the presentations and from
the conversations with others?

o What ideas can you integrate into your work? What
may you do differently or what ideas may you
explore?




