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WALKSACRAMENTO

4/16/2018 VIA EMAIL

Teresa Haenggi, Senior Planner

City of Sacramento Community Development Department
300 Richards Boulevart Foor

Sacramento, CA 95811

RE: Natomas Crossing- Quadrant B Office (P8014)

DearMs. Haenggi

WALKSacramentbas reviewetthe project routing fadatomas Crossingduadrant B Office (P8
014) The project proposes to consttli26d)00 square feet of office spacEf160 square foot
daycare centgrarking for 6,375 autas which 1,904 would be imaultistory garagparking for
327 bicycleand a Class | bike path two EC50 parcels anche SC parcel comprising QuaautiB
of Area #3 of the ldtomas Crossing PUDheproject includefsve multistoryoffice buildingand
a singlestory private daycare building.

Development projects that lead to more walking and active traval d&reicc al t o our com
future. Human beings need moderate exercise, such as walking, for about 30 minutes a day in order
to prevent the development of chrafigease and overweight. Onib 8@ the population in the
Sacramento region is activeiatrtinimal level, often due to limitations placed by a built

environment not suited to walking and other types of physically active traveinute30alk is

about one and a half miles. If more people could obtain regular exercise by walkingguta bicycl

their regular destinations, in lieu of driving, it could yield significant health improvements to the
resident population of this area. Reduced driving would also decrease vehicle emissions and the
prevalence of asthma, cardiovascular diseasthearadr pollutiomelated conditions. More trips by

walking and bicycling could help reduce the current expensive burden on the health care system of
providing medical care to more and more people with chronic conditions due to inactivity and poor
air quality.

The project narrative indicaties employee densityplannedo be 6.8 employees per 1,000 square

feetof office spacanith a project size of 1,250,000 squard¢hfestated density indicateese

could be 8,500 employdewill be important to provide safe and convenieasador employees

and visitors using active transportation whittbes ar¢he propose8,500 employees or B1d25

minimum required f&EC-50

The proposedtation will be cloge existing and planned residential on both sides of the freeway,
and commercial dmetail both across the street and within walking distance to tfzendsoiiith

A planned Class | bikathisin theadjacentreeway landscagparridor, and there arexisting bike

lanes on Est Commercena Arena Boulevard

The freeway landscagoeridor bike path will be essential for effective bike and pedestrian access to
the project site, especiédiytravel from west of$ and south of Arena Boulevarde Quadrant B
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Office bike pathend thefreeway lastscape corridgannedike paththeto thenorth and south of
the projectvill provide a critical legtress route for bicyclists of all ability levels

Employees living west &b lthat will bike owalk to work will likely prefer to use the planned Snowy
Egret overcrossing or the future Natomas Crossing Overcrossing rather than the Arena Boulevard
interchangelthough theArena Boulevaiidterchange was considered advancegbivisions for

biking and walkinghen it was constructed, it's not a safe or pleasant environment to walk or bike
because of the traffic speeds on the through lanes and the oHeao®s.addition to the
freewayandscapeorridor bike pattihe Snowy Egret andsdmasCrossing Drive overcrossings

will be important links in the active transportation circulation néteqioject area afa North

Natomas south of Del Paso Road.

Potential for active transportation trips

1 10 minute walk tthree apartment complexes, one condominium compieixeds oingle
family homeshree neighborhood shopping centeng highway commercial shogmenter,
and one elementary soh

1 10 minute bike ride teearly all residentialNatomas Crossing, Gateway North, Gateway, West
Cambay West and Park View; shopping and sereideast ten shopping centers ranging in
siz from neighborhood to regiortalp elementary schoashigh schdpand nine parks
ranging in size from neighbood to regional.

Project elements supporting active transportation

1 Longterm bke parking provided at CALGreeandatoryjumbelis 2%% over theninimum
numberequiredy City ordinance

1 Paved bikpath

Project elements recommended to maximize active transportation and heabbnefits

1 Addapedestrian walkwhgtween aycae building and office buildirthat minimizes exposure
to vehicle movemerits provide safe and convenient walking route for staff and parents.

Locating the daycare building at a far corner of the projedit si@tribute to parents parking in

front of the daycare for drop off and pick up, and parking in another spot that is more convenient to
their work location. This will generate more automobile circulation in the parking lot and more cold
or warm enginstartsA walkway in the landscaped area between the parking and East Commerce
would provide a safer and more convenient walkingNloteghat the walkway crosses the

entryexit driveway in two stages so only one direction of traffic is confronted by the p&#estrian.
Figurel.
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Figure 1

1 Addapedestrian walkwhgtween Building &d intersection of Easb@merce and Arena
Boulevardhat minimizes exposure to vehicle movertestscourage walking to and from
nearby residential and retail

The southwest corner of East Commerce Way at Arena Baslairaast directly in line with the
Quad B Office linear courtyard and pedestrian walkway throughthhgasking lot. However, the
proposed pedestrian route from the corner requires traaxeirZP0Oq0o get to the lobby, whereas

if a pedestrian gatas addedea the cornerthe distance to the closest building entrance would be
about 800" shorter.

Minimizing the distance to the corner is importaatisecf the destinations beyond the intersection
will be attractive to employe@sere's a neighborhood shopping center diagonally across the
intersection of East Commerce Way at Arena Boulevard, and the other two corners will have
restauantsyetail and commercial in the future. lditaah tothe land uses on the corners, there will
bepedestrian trips from/toearby residentlacatedo the south and southe&@std-igure2.
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Figure 2

1 Addapedestrian walkway between Building Ghatike patho encourage employees to take
walks during, before and/or after the workday

The project drawings sha®' sidewalk and pedestrian gate between the bike path and the parking
lot northwest of Building C. Bicyclists will use the parking lot drivevaslessts the eite bicycle
parking and the sidewalk to the bike path, but pedestioaie hava dedicated walkw&®ee

Figure 3.
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1 Addabike path access to project site near the northwest corndogirsitdeaconvenient
route tothedaycare building for employeesiting to bike to work

The bike path at the northwest corner of the project site will connect to the planned Snowy Egret
overcrossing and thentinuation of the bike path along the freeway up to Del Paso Road. These will
be important routes providingrpary bicycle access to residential on the west staraf the
commercial at Del Paso Road and the residential north of Del PaSe®6&ajlre 4.
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Figure 4

1 Add bike path access to project site neaikbgath'©0° turn where the maintenance access
from ArenaBoulevard connects to the bike path.

Bicyclists that pad¢the south end of the office buildings and start or end their trips south of the
project site may not find the proposed gate to be convAdding bike path access and gate would
shorten trip titance and be more directdome employe&3ee Figure 5
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Figure 5

1 Extendthebike path tdaheintersection of East Commerce and Arena Boulevalidw
bidiredional travel and connections to bike lanes on East Commerce and Arena Boulevard and
the future freeway buffer bike trail south of Arena Boulevard

Connecting the bike path to Arena Bouleatttte proposed locatiewhere the existing
maintenance access curb cut at the begaoftiegts on ramp will be unsafe for several reasons:
the speed limit is 45 mph, only a westbound bike lane is available for &astblising bicyclists
will have onlyhe sidewalk available to theamd some eastbound bicyclists may go the wrong
direction in the bike lane

Extending the bike path to the corner will allow bicyclists to signeszedrossings of Arena

Boulevard and East Commerce Way, and allow safe and legal travel in all directions rather than only
to the west. Conflicts with pedestriaitiss¥go be minimized. In additidmbike path terminus on

Arena Boulevard is at the corner inGly of Sacramento Bicycle Master FSae. Figure 6
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1 Addtrees and shrubs along outer edgfeedénceto soften views of the fence and parking lots
so a more pleasant and hospitable environment is presented to pedestrians, bicyclists and drivers

The development area standartis the PUD Guidelines for Natomas Crostinghicheach area

must adhermcludes "&een the bumpers of automobiles from adjacent pedestrian spaces where
possible, but not at the expense of safe and coneeciest to the parked vehitiiso, te sie

specific design critefial. (6tatesInternal surface parking lots should provide multiple pedestria
linkages to adjacent properties. Wall or fences greater than four feet are discouraged around parking
lots:" andl.e. (6) statélo fencing, walls, planted hedges, or other similar barriers will be permitted

to exceed three feet (3') in height within the front yard areas.

The proposetligh security stefeince is open drwill allowtwo-waysurveillanc&rees and shrubs
along the outer edge of the fence would soften the appearance of. tHeviemee thefence
plantings should alloewsof thesidewalks and bike path from the parkingrhat vice versa, to
provide "eyes on the sttesb pedestrians and bicychests safer.

Should the project site be revised such thsintjierows of parking along theorth,westand south
sidesof thegte are eliminated, we encourage the applicant to move the fence to the edge of the drive
aisle and plant additional shade trees.

1 Add shade trees along the bike path in the freeway landscapéaprodde shade and
reducdreeway traffic noise

The bike path in the freeway landscape corridor not only provides access to the project site, it is part
of thecirculation system for pedestrians and bicychétgsomas Crossing abeyond irNorth
NatomasThe project site fence and cars parked facing theibikél detract from the opapace
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nature of the bike trail. Landscaping that lessens the visual impacts of the project can encourage
greater use of the bike p&tbwever,fenceplantings should alloviewsof thebike path from the
parking latand vice verst provide "eyes on the gadlo pedestrians and bicycfiséd safer

Trees on the west sidetlud path will provide the most effective shading of the path, but trees should
also be planted on the east side of the path to help lessen the visual impact of the fence and the row
of single loaded vehicle parking facing the path.

Thetwo diagrams below are taken fromi\tbgh Natomas Landsca@erridor GuidelinedVe
highly recommend that the Natomas Crossing Quadrant B Office bike path intoeptusteated
design elements, including trees on both sides of the hilengadinificant setbackstancef
parking eeas from the bike pafbee Figures 7 and 8.
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Figure 8

i Add shade treegtheback ofthe sidewalks diast Commerce and Arena Bouleimsthade
the pedestrian environment and bike lane

The landscapirmgan for Phase 1 showssealong East Commerce Way plantgroupings of
three or morgout because of tvarying distance from the stréet distance betweadjacentrees
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