
Enforcement 
strategies



Role of enforcement

 Increase 
awareness

 Reduce 
traffic safety 
problems

 Improve 
behavior



Unsafe pedestrian behaviors 

 Not looking before crossing

 Crossing at undesirable locations

 Darting out

 Disobeying guards/signals



Unsafe bicyclist behaviors 

 Riding into traffic without looking

 Riding facing traffic

 Swerving, turning left without looking

 Disobeying signs & signals

 Riding too fast for conditions

 No helmet



Unsafe driver behavior

 Speeding

 Failure to yield

 Running lights & STOP signs

 Passing school buses

 Illegal parking



A different way to look at enforcement

 Students

 Parents

 School 
administration

 Crossing guards 

 Law enforcement 
officers



School driveway and drop-off zone 
monitors



Crossing guards



Two crossing guards on 
multi-lane roads



Role of law enforcement officers

 Teach safety

 Evaluate traffic 
concerns

 Provide police 
presence

 Monitor guards and 
students



Media coverage

 Key to educating 
public and changing 
behaviors

 Be proactive in 
seeking coverage

 Involve students, 

parents, & officers



Speed trailers

 Provide awareness

 Reduce speeds

 Enhance 
enforcement



Progressive ticketing

 First: educate

 Second: warn

 Third: ticket



“Caught being good”

Wilmette, IL



Follow up

Measure results Repeat if needed



Law enforcement can be effective 
when: 

 The majority of drivers are following the law.

 The built environment supports the law.

Impact lasts several weeks without other strategies.



Notice pattern of behavior



http://www.saferoutesinfo.org/lawe
nforcement/



Summary

 Enforcement requires the action of 
parents, schools, children, and the 
community

 Enforcement includes an array of 
strategies  to improve behavior

 Law enforcement officers are valuable 
partners who can play many roles


