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Parents at six elementary schools in the Natomas Unified School District received a 
transportation mode survey at the beginning of the school year. The schools were Bannon 
Creek, Natomas Park, Witter Ranch, Jefferson, Two Rivers, and American Lakes. Of the 
4264 surveys (one for each student), 1359 surveys were returned for a 32% response rate. 
 
The number of students who live within ½ mile that are walking to school every day 
varies by school: 

Natomas Park: 44%  
Witter Ranch: 30% 
Bannon Creek: 26% 
Jefferson: 18% 
Two Rivers: 13% 
American Lakes: 10% (the school was closed for construction and children were 
sent to other schools. Some parents responded about travel to American Lakes 
and other responded about travel to their temporary school, which confounded the 
results) 

 
Many children who live within ½ mile are walking at least once a week: 

Natomas Park: 55% to school, 47% from school 
Witter Ranch: 46% to school, 44% from school 
Jefferson: 35% to school, 31% from school 
Bannon Creek: 34% to school, 34% from school 
Two Rivers: 25% to school, 28% from school 
American Lakes: 10% to school, 15% from school 

 
Daily walking prevalence decreases as distance from the school increases. For 
example at Natomas Park: 

For those living within ¼ mile of the school, 49% are walking to school every 
day. 
For those living ¼ to ½ mile away from the school, 32% are walking to school 
every day. 
For those living ½-1 mile away from the school, 12% are walking to school every 
day. 
For those living 1-2 miles away from the school, 2% are walking to school every 
day. 
For living 2+ miles away from the school, 1% are walking to school every day. 

 
 
 



The respondents were parents of children grades K-5, with many parents reporting that 
they consider their children too young to walk. Therefore, walking rates among older 
children is likely much higher than the average numbers reported. For those who stated 
that their child was too young to walk to school, the average age that parents reported 
was old enough was 10 years old.  
 
Top reasons reported for why children are not walking or biking to school: 

Safety: 49% 
Child too young: 45% 
Live too far: 39% 
Traffic too fast/dangerous: 31% 

 
The top improvements that would make parents more likely to allow their children 
to walk: 

Crossing guards were present: 34% 
Accompanied by other parent: 30% 
Cars slowed down: 29% 
None I prefer to drive them: 25% 

 
Parents are interested in the following projects: 

Supervised walk-to-school programs: 37% 
Parent neighborhood safety teams: 27% 
Greater community input into street design: 25% 
Bike/pedestrian safety training for students: 23% 

 
Many parents wrote comments on their surveys regarding specific safety concerns. One 
common complaint was the parking lot, entries and exits used to drop off children at 
school. This presents the picture of a vicious circle; parents are concerned about letting 
their kids walk or bike because of the traffic concerns close to the schools, so they in turn 
drive and make the situation more hectic. The most common safety concerns reported 
were on Crest Drive, where 28% of Natomas Park parents were concerned about various 
safety aspects including speeding, pedestrian crossings, and the intersection of Crest 
Drive and North Bend Drive. 
 
 
For more information, please contact: 
WALKSacramento 
909 12th St, Suite #122 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
(916) 446-9255 


